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STUDY IX.— THE PAEABLES OF THE KINGDOM. MAEK 4:1-34. 

Besnme of Studies \. -VIII. 1. Sum up the events of this period and give a general characteriza- 
tion of it, 2. Compare it with the previous period considered in Studies III.-IV. 3. An 
advance is made in the worls of Jesus— what it is and how important it is to the Kingdom 
of God, 

I. The Material Analyzed. 

Bead carefully Mk. 4:1-34 and be able to make a definite statement concerning 
each of the following points : 

1. Teaching by the sea (vs. 1,2) ; 4. on hearing (vs. 21-25) ; 

2. parable of the four kinds of soil 5. the fruit-bearing earth (vs. 26-29); 
(vs. 3-9) ; 6. the mustard seed (vs. 30-32) ; 

3. its meaning explained (vs. 10-20) ; 7. Jesus' method of teaching (vs. 

33,34). 

II. The Material Compared. 

1. Bead thoughtfully Mt. 13:1-62 and Lk. 8 :4-18; 13:18,19. 

2. Taking the parallel passages inMt. andLk. gather the additional matter; e.g. inMt. 13:1,10, 

14-17,19,31,35; lk. 8:4-6,11-16,18; 18:19. 

3. Classify this gathered material according as it bears on the following points: 1) statements 

throwing light on the passage in Mk. ; 2) statements revealing special characteristics of 
either Gospel, (a) 0. T. quotations in Mt., (h) explanatory additions in Lk. (cf. 8:12-16,18) 
showing the desire of a careful writer for clearnesss and accuracy; cf. Lk, 1:3,4; 3) evi- 
dence to show that the three accounts while having a common basis are yet independent 
of each other. 

UI. The Material Explained. 

1. TEXTUAL, TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 

1) T. 1. (a) Began to teach ; a Hebrew idiom 5) T. 9. Who hath ears, etc. ; a Jewish teach- 

equivalent to " taught." Cf. Acts 1:1. er' 8 call for special attention. Cf.Mt. 

(b) Sat ; the teacher sat, the scholars 11:14,15; Lk. 14:34,35. 

stood. Cf. Mt. 13:2. 6) T. 10. (a) Alone; i. e. apart from the multi- 

2) v. 4. By the wayside ; paths running tudes. 

through the fields. Cf. 2:23. (b) They.... about Mm; of the larger 

3) V. 5. Boehy ; i. e. the rock lying close to body of disciples. Cf . Study VII., iii, 

the surface. 2,(1). 

4) V. 6. No root; cf . Lk. 8:6, "no moisture;" (c) Porables; i.e. all thatwere spoken; 

how are these two conditions con- cf. vs. 2,33. May not this interpre- 

nected? tation (vs. 10-25) have been given 
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after the other parables, i. e. after 
V. 34? 

7) V. 11. (a) Mystery; seek to find the N. T. 

meaning of the word from such pas- 
sages as Kom.l6:25; lCor.2:7-10; Eph. 
1:9,10, etc.; (1) not something mys- 
terious; (2) knowledge which Is kept 
secret from the many and disclosed 
only to selected ones; (3) the Inmost 
truths of the Gospel which human 
wisdom cannot discover, but which 
has been revealed from above to all 
sincere and earnest souls, 
(b) Them that are tpftftout ; (1) a phrase 
by which the Jews meant Gentiles; 
(2) applied by Jesus to his own coun- 
trymen. Why ? 

8) T. 12. That seeing they may see, etc. ; (a) a 

Hebrew idiom (cf. Isa. 6:9) meaning 

either " keep on seeing " or " see 

clearly;" (b) cf. Mt. 13:13; state the 

difference in the form of expression, 

(0) how interpret the thought (1) as a 

purpose of Jesus, or (2) as a result 

due to human perversity? 

9) T. 18. The pardbles ; i. e. of the Kingdom. 

May not this parable also contain 

the key by which to Interpret all the 

parables ? 

10) V. 16. Are sovm ; i.e. the hearer is both 

seed and soil— soil, as receiving the 
seed, — seed, as developing into a 
plant from the soil. 

11) T. 20. Accept ; how different from receive, 

V. 16? 



13) V. 21. (a) Similar words; Mt. 5:16,16; Lk. 
11:33; (b) the question expects what 
answer ; (c) state the argument, (1) his 
apparent purpose, (2) his real pur- 
pose. 
. 22. <a)rhereis,' emphatic, "therecan be." 

(b) Nothing hid; 1. e. of this teaching. 

(c) The hiding is in order to reveal 
the truth, (1) to any who will accept 
it, (2) to the earnest whom the con- 
cealing would stimulate. 

. 24. (a) What ; 1. e. " when I speak." 

(b) With what measure, etc. ; (1) a pro- 
verbial expression, cf . Mt. 7:2; (2) to 
what it refers, whether their hearing 
of Jesus or their proclaiming to 
others what they hear. 

. 25. (a) a proverbial phrase; (b) its appli- 
cation here whether to their ability 
to understand the word or their 
readiness to communicate it. 

, 27. (a) Sleep and rise ; i. e. the common 
round of life. 

(b)He; emphatic; its application (1) 
to the recipients of the truth, or (2) to 
Jesus and the preachers of the King- 
dom. 
28. Of herself ; man cannot make her. 
80. How shall we Itken ; a common form- 
ula of Jewish teachers. 
19)T. 88. Spake;!, e. "would he speak," a 
new method of teaching adopted. 



13) T. 



U) T. 



15) T. i 



16) T. 



17) V. 

18) V. 



2. SPECIAL TOPICS. 

1) Parables, (a) Meaning of the word ; (b) use of parables in the O. T. (cf. 2 Sam. 

12:1-4 ; Isa. 5:1-6 ; 28:23-29) and by the Jewish teachers (rabbis) ; (c) the 
occasion which prompted Jesus to use them as found (1) in the growing 
opposition to him or (2) in his growing popularity ; (d) his purpose in 
employing them, whether (1) to attract, (2) to stimulate mental and spiritual 
life, or (3) to distinguish true and false disciples ; (e) decide whether it was 
a purpose or a result of his using them that they concealed the truth ; (f) 
principles of interpreting them as illustrated in vs. 13-20; (1) every parable 
has one main thought and the rest is drapery, or (2) every detail has a spir- 
itual meaning ; (g) apply the principles to vs. 26-29,30-32. 

2) The Kingdom of God. (a) Eecall what has been gathered on this point in con- 

nection with Mk. 1:16 ; (b) seek to show from these parables (1) how the 
Kingdom depends for success on the nature and disposition of the hearers 
of its message, (2) how its development depends on the personal moral 
effort of its hearers, (3) how, beginning small, it has the power of vast self- 
extension, (4) other teachings concerning it in these parables. 

IT. The Material Organized. 

1. Gather the material and classify it under the following heads: 1) habits and customs; 2)Jesus' 
manner of teaching; 3) important words; 4) literary data; 5) Important teachings. 
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2. Observe the following condensations of the material. 1) Work them out In detail and 
2) gather them up into a brief statement: 

1 1. vs. 1,2,33,34. Jesus from a boat teaches multitudes only in parables, suited to 

THEM, BUT GIVES THE EXPLANATION TO HIS DISCIPLES. 

S2. VS. 3-20. "Thb sower sows on eoub kinds of soil, only one op which IS 

EBUITFUL." The disciples, favored above others, are PRIVATELY 
TOLD THAT THIS REFERS TO THE KINDS OP PEOPLE WHO HEAR HIM AND 
THE RESULTS OF HIS WORK WITH THEM. 

§ 3. VS. 21-25. " Like the lamp my teaching is intended to give light. Hear 

wisely; YOUR GROWTH AND USEFULNESS DEPEND ON IT." 

§ 4. VS. 26-32. " The Kingdom op Heaven is like seed which the earth, apart 

FROM man's agency, CAUSES TO GROW GRADUALLY UNTIL THE HARVEST. 
It is like THE MUSTARD-SEED, SMALL AS A SEED, LARGE AS A TREE, WITH 
GREAT AND SHADOWING BRANCHES." 

V. The Material Applied. 

Eesponsibilitt in view of the Gospel. 1. In hearing the message of Jesus 
(Mk. 4:3-8); observe 1) the conditions (soil) favorable to the acceptance of 
the message, 2) the conditions unfavorable to its acceptance, 3) what causes 
these conditions, 4) where the consequent responsibility lies for the final 
result. 2. In working out the message into diaracter (Mk. 4:26-29), note 
1) what Jesus does for his followers ; 2) what he does not do ; 3) what is 
expected of them. 3. In giving the message to others (Mk. 4:21-25), consider 
1) whether this is a primary purpose in bestowing privileges on the children 
of the Kingdom, 2) whether this is a fundamental condition of personal 
Christian life, 3) note the results as indicated in v. 25. 



STUDY X.— DEEDS OF POWEE. MARK 4:35-5:43. 
Besame. 1. The circumstances leading Jesus to teach in parables. 2. Characteristics of these 
parables. 3. Their message concerning the Kingdom. 4. Their effect upon his hearers. 
5. Principles of their interpretation. 

I. The Material Analyzed. 

Bead Mk. 4:35-5:43, and be able to make a definite statement concerning each of 
the following points : 

1. Journey to the other side of the 4. Jairus' daughter raised (5:21-24, 
sea (4:35,36) ; 35-43) ; 

2. the storm stilled (4:37-41); 5. the sufEering woman healed (5: 

3. the Gerasene demoniac restored 25-34). 
(5:1-20); 

II. The Material Compared. 

1. Compare with Mk. 4:35-5:43 Mt. 8:23-34; 9:1,18-26; tk. 8:22-56. 

2. Observe the following points: 1) What is peculiar to Mark as compared with Matthew and 

Luke? 2) further light thrown by Matthew and Luke upon the details of the events, cf . 
Mt. 8:29,34; 9:20,23,26; Lk. 8:26,27,29,35,40,42; 3) seeming variations, e. g. Mt. 8:28; 9: 
1,18; Lk. 8:31,42. Give explanations of them. 4) Character of the account in Mark as 
compared with the others. Is it (a) a mere synopsis ? or (b) an independent narrative, (o) 
marked by vivid, dramatic, original qualities ? 



